Conseil Européen pour les langues/ European Language Council

Sixth General Assembly held at the Copenhagen Business School on Saturday 1st October 2005, at 6.00 p.m.

Present:

Thirty-six delegates and observers were present
1. Wolfgang Mackiewicz (President) welcomed the delegates and observers. Michael Kelly (Secretary) agreed to take the minutes of the meeting. The draft Agenda was approved. 
2. WM presented his report, of which a full written version had been circulated to members. There were no questions or comments.

3. WM reported that three nominations had been received for elections to the Board:  Celio Manuel Conceição, Ole Helmersen and Ian Tudor. Delegates were invited to ask questions of the nominees. None were offered. In response to an enquiry WM clarified that the number of available places on the Board exceeded three. Ballot papers were then collected.

4. Tom Fraser presented a series of amendments to the statuts, explaining that they included two amendments that had been agreed in 2001 but not as yet submitted to the King of the Belgians for royal approval. He noted that one amendment was present in the English version, but had been omitted in error from the French version. This was rectified verbally, and the following amendment added:  to delete from Article 6 the sentence ‘ Le siège social des ces personnes juridiques devra être situé dans un État européen’.

Comments were invited on the amendments, but none were offered. It was noted that 29 members of the CEL/ELC were represented and that the meeting was inquorate. Accordingly, it was agreed that decisions of the meeting would have advisory status, and would need to be considered by an extraordinary General Assembly. 

WM proposed that the amendments should be voted on as a whole rather than individually. This was agreed unanimously by a show of votes. The amendments were then proposed for approval and were agreed by a show of votes, with no votes against and one abstention.

The delegate for Westminster University, welcoming the decision to extend the scope of membership, proposed that the Council should exercise discretion to waive the membership fee in cases where the cost might inhibit potential participants, for example in developing countries. WM welcomed this proposal and undertook to encourage the Board to follow this suggestion.

5. Kari Sayavaara (Treasurer) presented the Council’s accounts for the period 2003-5, and proposed budget for subsequent years. He thanked Sandra Kosanke for her assistance in preparing them, and wished her well in her forthcoming year’s leave. WM pointed out that the Council had succeeded in building a healthy surplus, and that this would be required to provide seed funding for future activities, especially where a hiatus occurred in external project funding. In response to a comment, he agreed that it might be prudent to make it explicit in the accounts that provision was being made for future expenditure. The accounts were approved unanimously on a show of votes. 

6. The results of the election of Board members was announced: Celio Manuel Conceição - 26, Ole Helmersen - 25, Ian Tudor - 26. All three were declared to be elected.

7. WM proposed that the arrangements for an Extraordinary General Assembly should be referred to the meeting of the Board on 2nd October, for resolution as soon as possible. This was agreed.

The meeting ended at 7.20 p.m.
