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Conseil européen pour les langues / European Language Council

(CEL/ELC)

Special Interest Group Initiative 2009-2010
Theme: Community T&I and the role of higher education 
Relevance of the theme: As a result of the constant influx of migrants, in most European countries there is a steady increase in the number of people needing language mediation services, i.e. community T&I, and in the number of languages for which mediation services are needed. Community T&I is a way to enable migrants fully to enjoy their rights – therefore it is not just a matter of communication, but above all a matter of democracy. Hence its crucial importance. While providing community T&I services depends to a considerable extent on political will, the quality of the services provided fundamentally depends on professional skills – this is the area where higher education may have a role to play.

Issues to be addressed: (1) identification of community T&I needs with reference to users, languages, settings ; (2) identificaton of role(s) to be played by HE institutions in meeting community T&I needs ; (3) curriculum development for community T&I 

Activities foreseen: (1) an initial brainstorming meeting to plan the actvities to be carried out and assign tasks; (2) a second meeting  to take stock of the work done ; (3) a final open event 

Outcomes envisaged: drawing up of a proposal for community T&I education and training at European level

Composition of the SIG

· expertise and experience sought: research, teaching, professional experience in community and/or non-community T&I; experience in dealing with public authorities / EU institutions; experience in European projects  
· contributions expected of SIG members: participation in meetings, active contribution to planned activities, contribution to drawing up position papers, proposals, projects etc.
